
 

[1]	  Recital	  12	  of	  Directive	  2002/95/EC,	   later	   taken	  over	   in	  Recital	  20	  of	  Directive	  2011/65/EU:	  As	  product	   reuse,	   refurbishment	  and	  
extension	  of	  lifetime	  are	  beneficial,	  spare	  parts	  need	  to	  be	  available. 

[2]	  Recital	  2	  of	  COM	  Decision	  2005/438/EC	  amending	  Annex	  II	  to	  Directive	  2000/53/EC:	  As	  product	  reuse,	  refurbishment	  and	  extension	  
of	   lifetime	  are	  beneficial,	  spare	  parts	  need	  to	  be	  available	  for	  the	  repair	  of	  vehicles	  which	  were	  already	  put	  on	  the	  market	  on	  1	  July	  
2003. 

 

Posit ion  statement  regarding  the     
Revision  of  Lot  11  Fan  Regulation  (EU)  

327/2011    
‘Spare  parts  exemption’  

Brussels,  1  June  2015  

  
 

DIGITALEUROPE	  welcomes	   the	   opportunity	   to	   provide	   comments	   on	   the	   draft	   working	   document	   for	   fans.	  
DIGITALEUROPE	  requests	  that	  spare	  parts	  are	  excluded	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  ‘repair	  as	  produced	  principle’	  	  	  
(as	   per	   RoHS[1]	   and	   ELV[2]	   Directives)	   instead	   of	   limiting	   the	   exemption	   to	   a	   fixed	   number	   of	   years.	   For	   the	  
definition	  of	  a	  spare	  part	  intended	  to	  repair	  a	  product	  see	  the	  decision	  making	  tree	  below.	  

DIGITALEUROPE	  has	  put	  forward	  the	  same	  request	  under	  the	  revision	  of	  the	  EPS	  (EU	  278/2009)	  regulation	  and	  
requests	   alignment	   of	   regulatory	   principles	   across	   European	   regulations.	   This	   is	   essential	   to	   facilitate	  
compliance,	  market	  surveillance	  and	  also	  the	  circular	  economy.	  

The	   availability	   of	   spare	   parts	   brings	   significant	   environmental	   benefits,	   as	   it	   guarantees	   longer	   product	  
lifetimes	   and	  prevents	  waste	   generation,	  which	   is	   one	  of	   the	   core	   elements	  of	   the	   EU’s	   resource	  efficiency	  
policy	   and	   the	   EU	   waste	   hierarchy.	   Accordingly,	   the	   RoHS	   Directive	   covering	   all	   electronic	   and	   electric	  
equipment	  including	  fans	  foresees	  	  a	  number	  of	  exclusions	  including	  one	  for	  spare	  parts	  used	  for	  the	  service,	  
maintenance	   and	   	   repair	   	   of	   products	   already	   placed	   on	   the	   market	   before	   the	   entry	   into	   force	   	   of	   	   the	  	  
substance	   	   restrictions.	   These	   derogations	   are	   known	   as	   the	   “repair	   as	   produced”	   principle	   and	   allow	   the	  
prolongation	  of	  product	   lifetimes	  without	  manufactures	  or	  users	  having	  to	  carry	  any	  additional	  costs	  due	  to	  
re-‐	  designing,	  re-‐testing,	  re-‐manufacturing	  or	  otherwise.	  

Q1.3	  of	  the	  COM	  RoHS2	  FAQ	  document	  states	  the	  following:	  "Cables,	  spare	  parts	  for	  the	  repair,	  the	  reuse,	  the	  
updating	   of	   functionalities	   or	   upgrading	   of	   capacity	   for	   a	   specific	   product	   category,	  must	   comply	   from	   the	  
same	  date	  as	  their	  respective	  product	  category.	  Following	  the	  principle	  of	  ‘repair	  as	  produced’,	  spare	  parts	  for	  
the	  specific	  products	  already	  on	  the	  market	  before	  the	  dates	  mentioned	  above	  are	  exempted".	  	  

Finally,	  replacing	  a	  fan	  not	  designed	  for	  the	  original	  product	  may	  lead	  to	  safety	  risks	  and	  quality	  issues.	  Spare	  
parts	  comprise	  only	  1%	  of	  the	  market	  and	  only	  marginally	  contribute	  to	  the	  overall	  energy	  use	  of	  a	  product.	  
Considering	  the	  environmental	  benefit,	  a	  spare	  part	  exclusion	  according	  to	  the	  ‘repair	  as	  produced	  principle’	  
for	  fans	  incorporated	  into	  products	  will	  greatly	  contribute	  to	  the	  circular	  economy.	  
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Spare	   parts	   are	   fans	   that	   are	   intended	   to	   replace	   a	   physically	   and	   functionally	   identical	   fan.	   CE	  
compliant	  products	  contain	  compliant	  spare	  parts	  when	  placed	  on	  market.	  Fans	  intended	  for	  repair	  of	  a	  
product	  are	  identifiable	  as	  a	  spare	  part	  for	  a	  specific	  product	  by	  part	  number	  (to	  be	  found	  in	  e.g.	  service	  
manual	   of	   the	   product	   and	   invoices).	   Fans	   intended	   to	   be	   incorporated	   into	   a	   product	   are	   therefore	  
traceable	  as	  a	  spare	  part.	  

  
  
  
For  more  information  please  contact:    
Sylvie  Feindt,  DIGITALEUROPE’s  Environmental  Policy  Director  
+32  2  609  53  19  or  Sylvie.feindt@digitaleurope.org    
  



 

 
  

  

  

ABOUT  DIGITALEUROPE    
DIGITALEUROPE  represents  the  digital  technology  industry  in  Europe.  Our  members  include  some  of  the  world's  largest  
IT,   telecoms  and  consumer  electronics   companies  and  national   associations   from  every  part  of  Europe.  DIGITALEUROPE  
wants   European   businesses   and   citizens   to   benefit   fully   from   digital   technologies   and   for   Europe   to   grow,   attract   and  
sustain  the  world's  best  digital  technology  companies.  
  
DIGITALEUROPE   ensures   industry   participation   in   the   development   and   implementation   of   EU   policies.  
DIGITALEUROPE’s  members   include  58   corporate  members   and  36  national   trade   associations   from  across   Europe.  Our  
website  provides  further  information  on  our  recent  news  and  activities:  http://www.digitaleurope.org    
  

DIGITALEUROPE  MEMBERSHIP  
Corporate  Members     

Acer,   Alcatel-‐Lucent,   AMD,   Apple,   BlackBerry,   Bose,   Brother,   CA   Technologies,   Canon,   Cassidian,   Cisco,   Dell,   Epson,  
Ericsson,  Fujitsu,  Hitachi,  Hewlett  Packard,  Huawei,   IBM,   Ingram  Micro,   Intel,   iQor,   JVC  Kenwood  Group,  Konica  Minolta,  
Kyocera,   Lenovo,   Lexmark,   LG   Electronics,   Loewe,   Microsoft,   Mitsubishi   Electric   Europe,   Motorola   Mobility,   Motorola  
Solutions,   NEC,   Nokia,   Nvidia   Ltd.,   Océ,   Oki,   Oracle,   Panasonic   Europe,   Philips,   Pioneer,   Qualcomm,   Ricoh   Europe   PLC,  
Samsung,   SAP,   Schneider   Electric   IT   Corporation,   Sharp   Electronics,   Siemens,   Sony,   Swatch   Group,   Technicolor,   Texas  
Instruments,  Toshiba,  TP  Vision,  Western  Digital,  Xerox,  ZTE  Corporation.  

National  Trade  Associations     

Belarus:   INFOPARK  
Belgium:  AGORIA  
Bulgaria:   BAIT  
Cyprus:   CITEA  
Denmark:   DI  ITEK,  IT-‐BRANCHEN  
Estonia:   ITL  
F inland:  FTTI  
France:  Force  Numérique,  
SIMAVELEC    
Germany:  BITKOM,  ZVEI  

Greece:   SEPE  
Hungary:   IVSZ  
Ireland:  ICT  IRELAND  
Italy:  ANITEC  
Lithuania:  INFOBALT  
Netherlands:   Nederland  ICT,  FIAR    
Norway:  IKT  NORGE  
Poland:  KIGEIT,  PIIT  
Portugal:   AGEFE  
Romania:   ANIS,  APDETIC  

Slovakia:   ITAS  
Slovenia:   GZS  
Spain:   AMETIC  
Sweden:  Foreningen  
Teknikföretagen,  
IT&Telekomföretagen  
Switzerland:  SWICO  
Turkey:   ECID,  TESID,  TÜBISAD  
Ukraine:   IT  UKRAINE  
United  Kingdom:  techUK  

  
  


